Achievements, Challenges, 
Aims and Strategies 


1 M 
S 


be 
Co 


_Achievements, Challenges, Aims and Strategies — 


dren 

ill present a National Charter for Children. Our aim is to ensure that no 
remains illiterate, hungry, or lacks medical care. We will take measures 
minate child labour. 


cation for All 

are committed to a total eradication of illiteracy. We will formulate and 
lement plans to gradually increase the government and non- 

ərnmental spending on education up to 6% of the GDP; this to provide 
cation for all. We will implement the constitutional provision of making 
ary education free and compulsory up to 5th standard. Our aim is to 

» towards equal access to and opportunity of educational standards up 
ve school-leaving stage. We shall strive to improve the quality of 

cation at all levels—from primary schools to our universities. 


powerment of Women 

will legislate for the reservation of 33% of the seats in Parliament and 

te Assemblies for women; also institute plans for providing free education 

girls up to college level, including professional courses, so as to better 
mpower women. We will also set up a Development Bank for women 


entrepreneurs in the small scale and tiny sectors. 


National Agenda for Governance 
Govt. of India, January 1998 


Achievements 


The Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) has declined from 110 deaths per 1000 
live births in 1981 to 70 in 1999. Deaths from diphtheria, pertussis and 
measles are now as much as 70-80% less than pre-immunization levels. 
Deaths from neonatal tetanus have fallen. 


In 2000, 30 million children in West Bengal, Assam, Orissa, Madhya 
Pradesh and Bihar received two doses of Vitamin A. 


Approximately 95% of the country’s population has a primary school 
within walking distance of one kilometre. India has over 150 million 

children being taught by 2.9 million teachers in 760,000 elementary 
schools. 


About 97 per cent of the population had access to safe water. This has 
effectively reduced the time and energy spent, particularly by women and 
young girls in obtaining water for the household. 


Concerned about the over-dependence on government to sustain rural 
water supplies, government started a major sector reforms initiative in 
1999, aiming to base water and sanitation improvements on the needs of 
communities with their commensurate responsibilities for funding, 
planning, implementation, operation and maintenance. 


Achievements, Challenges, Aims and Strategies — 


‘ia has been certified to have eradicated the guineaworm disease. No 
e of guineaworm has been reported since 1997, the first year of zero 


dence. 


lia has evolved extensive constitutional and statutory safeguards for 
eeting the human rights of children. Recent policies and programmes, 

well as judicial activism, have further strengthened the prospects for 
salising the full range of children’s rights. 


) the policy front, India’s commitment to the Year 2000 Goals for 
hildren is backed by its National Plan of Action and several state-level 
tion plans. It acceded to the Convention on the Rights of the Child 


RC) in 1992. 


ilding on its acceptance of the 1990 mandate of Education for All, India 
ined the E-9 group of populous countries pledged to special efforts to 
tain education goals for all their children. 


india has made a policy commitment to equal opportunity for the girl child 
snd reaffirmed this with a 1998 allocation of resources for girls’ education. 


Following a Supreme Court ruling, some hazardous industries have been 
notified as unacceptable workplaces for children, and national measures 
to rescue children from these dangerous kinds of labour have been 
initiated. Some more industries have been added to the hazardous list. 


Echoing its massive all-out national action to achieve the Universal Child 
Immunization (UCI) in 1990, India is sustaining a country-wide initiative to 
wipe out polio. The “fixed-day” drives of the Pulse Polio Immunization 
campaign are covering 127 to 129 million children on single day sessions 


twice a year. 


Continuing the focus on Early Childhood Care and the life-cycle approach 
initiative in 1999, year 2000 saw significant progress in building 
commitment and developing capacity at state and national levels to 
improve childhood care for survival, growth and development. 


Challenges 


Since 1993, the national IMR has been stagnating around 70 per 1000 live 
births, pointing to a slowdown in the momentum of child survival. In 1992, 
66 per cent of infant deaths occurred in the first month of life. 


e Throughout childhood the mortality rate among girls continues to be 20 
per cent higher than among boys. 


e The maternal mortality rate, estimated to be 540 per 100,000 live births, 
remains unacceptably high. Close to 100,000 women die from pregnancy 
or pregnancy-related causes every year. 


e In spite of the universal salt iodisation programme being in place for over 
15 years, half of the population do not use adequately iodised salt. 


iccounts for one-third of the world’s children who suffer from 
‘ition. About 23 per cent of all births in India are low birth weight. 


e significant expansion of early education services, nearly two in 
three women and one in every three men, some 460 million in all 
erate. Girls are consistently denied equal opportunities to attend 
mplete primary schooling. The primary school system needs major 
ements in quality of education. 


atinued neglect of the environment in urban slums poses one of 
atest threats to progress on infant and child mortality and 
ng the nutritional status of children living in disadvantaged areas. 


ontinues to have the highest numbers of child labourers globally, 
cial figure remaining at 11.3 million children and estimates from 
vernmental sources ranging from 44-100 million children. 


rostitution is growing in scale. Hundreds of thousands of girls are 
ced and forced into prostitution in city brothels. 


© are an estimated 500,000 street children nationwide exposed to 
v.gierice and exploitation. 


Disabled children are exploited as beggars. 


The challenge to establish child rights as mandated by the CRC will 
require sustained effort and commitment. 


School sanitation is increasingly emerging as a priority in Andhra Pradesh, 
Assam, Bihar, Jharkhand, Gujarat, Karnataka, Orissa, Maharashtra, 
Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu and West Bengal. UNICEF and Government of 
India are participating in a global school sanitation programme with 
technical support from IRC in the Netherlands. 


Aims 


Convergent Community Action (CCA) 
Assist governments, civil society and communities, to work together to 
achieve child development goals and uphold children’s rights. 


Child rights 

e Ensure the primacy of the child’s right to first call on national resources. 

e Overcome discrimination against the girl child and gender disparity 

e Address the needs of children not accessible through family contact or 
conventional services. 


B chievements, Challenges, Aims and Strategies _ 


| protection 
è that every child is protected from exploitation and abuse, within the 


: and in the wider community. 


th of children and women 
e every child’s right to survival and good health, by improving women’s 


» and strengthening the health care delivery system. 


‘on and child development 
chieve every child’s right to adequate nutrition, by addressing all 


> of early childhood care and development. 


’, Sanitation and hygiene 
- every child the right to safe water and a A environment, by 


sing the use of home toilets, improving personal and community 
1e practices and using drinking water from a protected source. 


ary education 
re and fulfill education rights of all children. 


-»-ategic planning, monitoring and evaluation 
Ensure children’s rights are at the heart of all development plans and 


programmes. 


Strategies 


Four basic strategies will be pursued during the programme: 


e Forging pro-active rights alliances for children that promote public 
awareness to change mind-sets and attitudes, influence behaviour, and 
prevent violations of child rights. Alliance for child rights will require 
strengthening partnerships with central, state and local governments. 
Wide partnerships with non-governmental organisations, the corporate 
sector, trade unions, human rights commissions, police, legal bodies and 
political rights, media and academic bodies will be mobilised for advocacy 
and delivering critical messages for children. 
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Country Programme strategy will rest upon the potential for people to 
sustain and support local action for children. This potential for 
tion can be effectively tapped by providing communities with 
critical inputs for decision making, and by establishing inter-sectoral 
linkages. The aim will be to support training initiatives to equip panchayat 
and nagar palika members, especially women, with skills to lead, 
implement and monitor local programmes and initiatives for children. 


The programme strategy will retain and reinforce the emphasis on 
expanding women’s capabilities as vitally necessary for the fulfillment of 
child rights. UNICEF will provide flexible support for the involvement of 
women in social development projects in both rural and urban areas, as 
weli as orientation and support to newly elected members of local 
governance bodies. It will support efforts to improve collection of and 
access to gender disaggregated socio-economic data. 


UNICEF sees Convergent Community Action (CCA)—support for capacity 
building to bring government service providers into a closer and more 
responsive working relationship with an informed and actively participating 
community—as an effective strategy for social development and social 
change directed at satisfying the rights of deprived children and women in 
a context of persistent disparities. 


A key element is to promote and channel action through women’s 
leadership and participation in development, with conscious advocacy for 
the centrality of gender in all aspects of the Country Programme. 


Action in states and territories where UNICEF has no direct presence will 
focus on planning and technical support to the development of new 
models for child-related programming, and the encouragement of child- 
centred investment in development. 
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Strategies 


Children 


“Investment on child development will be viewed not only as a desirable 
societal investment for the nation’s future but also as fulfilment of the rights 
of every child to ‘survival, protection and development’ so as to achieve their 
full potential. In this context, the challenges are to correct the adverse sex 
ratio at birth and to reach every child without gender bias or any other social 
discrimination. 


“Following universalization of ICDS and ensured availability of basic minium 
services for the overall development of the child, emphasis will be consolida- 
tion and contents enrichment of ICDS through adequate nutrition, supple- 
mented with necessary health check-ups, immunization and referral services. 
In this respect, priority will be accorded to focus attention on the child below 
2 years. To achieve this, ICDS will continue to be the mainstay of the Ninth 
Plan to promote all-round development of the young child.” 


Approach Paper to The Ninth Five Year Plan 


“Unless the life of the child in the family and community improves, all 
development efforts would be meaningless. There is, therefore, a need to 
raise awareness and create an ethos of respect for the rights of the child in 
society to meet his or her basic development needs. Advocacy and social 
mobilization are two crucial processes which are being emphasized to achieve 
this end. With India’s ratification of the UN Convention on the Rights of the 
Child, the ‘rights approach’ to child development is gradually gaining 
importance and will henceforth form the basis of Government's strategy 
towards child development.” 


- India Country Report on the Convention 
on the Rights of the Child (1997) 


